
The official newsletter of      
The Baltimore Teachers Union 

5800 Metro Drive, 2nd Floor, Baltimore, MD  21215 
Office: 410-358-6600 Hotline: 410-358-6600 x513  

FAX: 410-358-2894  E-Mail: info@baltu.org  
Web Site Address: www.baltimoreteacher.org 

*  UPDATE and The BTU logo are exclusive   

service marks of The Baltimore Teachers Union 

registered with the Secretary of State. 

February 18, 2016 

SM* 

UPDATE 

Mark Your Calendars 
 
Thursday, February 18—Ed Issues 
Committee Meeting; AFL-CIO Meeting 
 
Monday, February 22—Washington’s 
Birthday; Safety Committee Meeting; 
Lobby Night in Annapolis 
 
Tuesday, February 23—School Board 
Meeting 
 
Wednesday, February 24—BR 
Meeting 
 
Thursday, February 25—Public 
Outreach/Community Relations 
Committee Meeting; Retiree’s Meeting; 
NTSC Meeting 
 
Friday, February 26—Professional 
Development for Staff (Schools closed 
for students); PSRP Professional 
Development, BTU PDC 
 
Wednesday, March 2—Scholarship 
Committee Meeting 
 
Thursday, March 3—International 
Committee Meeting 
 
Monday, March 7—National School 
Breakfast Week begins; Organizing 
Committee Meeting 
 
Tuesday, March 8—International 
Women’s Day; School Board Meeting 
 
Thursday, March 10—BTU Executive 
Board Meeting 
 
Saturday, March 12—BTU Teacher 
Leaders Program 
 
Sunday, March 13—Daylight Savings 
Time Begins 
 
Monday, March 14—Special Education 
Committee Meeting 
 
Tuesday, March 15—COPE Meeting; 
APRI Meeting 
 
Wednesday, March 16—Legislative 
Committee Meeting 
 
Thursday, March 17—St. Patrick’s 
Day; Ed Issues Committee Meeting; 
AFL-CIO Meeting 
 
Saturday, March 19—Women’s 
Luncheon 

Hogan to Ask for $480 Million Tax Cut; Education  
Advocates Worry About Public School Funding 

 

 The Maryland 2016 Legislative Session began this past Wednesday, January 13
th
, 

and political and education experts are worried about Governor Hogan’s plans on funding 
the state’s public schools. In a series of press conferences that offered a preview of what 
Hogan might introduce in his yearly budget for the state, the Governor announced a plan 
for a $480 million tax cut, and a desire to roll back some funding that is currently mandated 
by state law. Education advocates worry that some of that “mandated relief” will mean a cut 
to public education.  
 “The Governor has stated he is in favor of fully funding education, but his actions 
seem to indicate otherwise,” said AFT-Maryland Political Coordinator Todd Reynolds. “In a 
year where the state has seen a significant budget surplus, the Governor turned around 
and underfunded education in the state by $68 million. Eleven million of that was for Balti-
more City alone, but he even short-changed education in counties where he is popular, 
including Carroll, Ann Arundel, and Frederick counties. How can we trust that he will fully 
fund education in the future, when he hasn’t shown a willingness to do it yet?” Reynolds 
cited the Governor’s mishandling of the GCEI—Geographic Cost of Education Index—
issue in last year’s legislative session as an example: while the legislature found enough 
funds in the budget to fully fund GCEI, the Governor refused to spend that money. In the 
meantime, multiple schools across the state, including Baltimore City and Carroll County, 
had to close due to insufficient funding. “The Governor could have prevented many of what 
he sees as inflexible mandates by merely funding GCEI. When he failed to fund GCEI last 
year, that made GCEI by law mandatory in subsequent years. This year, teachers and edu-
cation professionals in Baltimore City will need to let Annapolis know that education fund-
ing—and indeed the future of the city’s kids and schools—should not be optional, especial-
ly with a Governor who has demonstrated education is for him a lower priority.” 
 In addition, when Governor Hogan announced his budget, it included a $24 million 
reduction of state funds to Baltimore City schools, largely due to declining enrollment num-
bers and increasing property values. Education advocates will have to push the legislature 
to halt those reductions in state funding. 
 Education funding is expected to be just one issue the BTU pushes this year at 
their Lobby Night in Annapolis, February 22.  Other items on the agenda are opposing pri-
vate school vouchers (which take funding and resources away from public schools), and 
implementing some provisions allowed in the Federal Government’s passing of the Every 
Student Succeeds Act. To reserve a seat on the bus to Annapolis for Lobby Night, please 
contact the AFT-Maryland at 410-764-3030. 
  

Lobby Night in Annapolis-February 22 
 
 Due to the recent snow storm, BTU and AFT-Maryland have resched-
uled Lobby Night in Annapolis for February 22. We will be asking legislators to 
consider more funding for Baltimore City schools, expanding collective bargain-
ing rights for teachers at the School for the Deaf, protecting pensions and elimi-
nating bullying by management in the workplace as well as many other issues. 
To reserve a seat on the bus please contact Todd Reynolds at 443-320-4719 or 
treynolds@aftmd.org.  



 
 

Did you Know? 
 
 

Teacher Tuesdays 
 
McDonalds is offering free hot or iced coffee or 
tea every Tuesday throughout the school year  
to teachers and PSRPs with a valid school ID.  
 

 
BTU President to hold meetings with 

Special Interest Groups 
 
BTU President, Marietta English will 
hold meetings with teachers who be-
long to special interest groups, i.e: gym, 
art, music etc. Please contact your BTU 
Field Representative if you are interest-
ed in being in one of these groups. 
 

City Council Forums 
 
The BTU and AFT-MD have held two 
Baltimore City Council forums to give 
the public a chance to meet the candi-
dates running for City Council. The fo-
rum scheduled for Tuesday, February 
16th from 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. at the 
BTU was cancelled due to the snow. 
We will inform you if it is rescheduled. 
 

Reminder—Check your email 
 
BTU sends email on a regular basis, 
please be sure to check your non-work 
email, inbox and spam folder. If the 
BTU does not have a non-work email 
address for you, please contact Jessica 
Aldon-Jackson at jaldon-
jackson@baltu.org as soon as possible. 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Edge-
wood Elementary School on 
receiving the National Honor 
of being a Title 1 Distin-
guished School. Edgewood 
serves 313 students in 
grades Pre-K-5 and 96 per-
cent of those students quali-
fy for free or reduced meals. 
 

ATTENTION PSRPs 
 
The PSRP Professional De-
velopment that was original-
ly scheduled for Jan. 25th 
has been rescheduled for 
Friday, February 26th at the 
BTU PDC. If you already 
registered you do not need 
to do anything. If you have 
questions, please contact 
the PDC at 443-642-5973.  
 

Black History Month 
Fact 

 
 In 1964, After 10 days of debate 
and voting on 125 amendments, 
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives passed the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 by a vote of 290-130. 
The bill prohibited any state or 
local government or public facility 
from denying access to anyone 
because of race or ethnic origin. 
It further gave the U.S. Attorney 
General the power to bring 
school desegregation law suits.  


