
The official newsletter of      
The Baltimore Teachers Union 

5800 Metro Drive, 2nd Floor, Baltimore, MD  21215 
Office: 410-358-6600 Hotline: 410-358-6600 x513  

FAX: 410-358-2894  E-Mail: info@baltu.org  
Web Site Address: www.baltimoreteacher.org 

*  UPDATE and The BTU logo are exclusive   

service marks of The Baltimore Teachers Union 

registered with the Secretary of State. 

September 2, 2016 

SM* 

UPDATE 

Mark Your Calendars 
 
Monday, September 5—Labor Day 
(Schools and Offices Closed) 
 
Tuesday, September 6—Schools and 
Offices Reopen for Staff and students; 
Organizing Committee Meeting 
 
Thursday, September 8—BTU 
Executive Board Meeting; Public 
Outreach/Community Relations 
Committee Meeting 
 
Sunday, September 11— Patriot Day; 
Grandparents Day 
 
Monday, September 12—Charter 
School Committee Meeting; Special 
Education Committee Meeting 
 
Tuesday, September 13—School 
Board Meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 14—
Publications Committee Meeting 
 
Thursday, September 15—Ed Issues 
Committee Meeting; AFL-CIO Meeting 
 
Saturday, September 17—Citizenship 
Day 
 
Monday, September 19—Civil, Human 
and Women’s Rights Committee 
Meeting 
 
Tuesday, September 20—NTSC 
Meeting; APRI Meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 21– Clerical 
Committee Meeting; COPE/Legislative 
Committee Meeting 
 
Thursday, September 22—Autumn 
Begins; Reitrees’ Meeting 
 
Saturday, September 24—BTU 
Teacher Leader Program ( 9:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m.) 
 
Tuesday, September 27—Safety 
Committee Meeting; School Board 
Meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 28—Building 
Representative Meeting 
 
Monday, October 3—Rosh Hashanah; 
Organizing Committee Meeting 
 
 

Welcome Back! 
 

Welcome Back to this noble profession. I want to thank you for the 
tremendous role that you play  in improving  the learning environments of 
the students in Baltimore City public schools and for helping them develop 
the skills necessary to compete in this global society. I also want to thank 
you for re-electing me for another term as your president. It is an honor to 
represent you as we confront challenges that are unlike any that we have 
seen in the past. 

To the new employees of Baltimore City Public Schools: I want to 
welcome you and wish you a very productive school year. You will also be 
greeted by outstanding staff at your worksites who are making a difference 
in the lives of our students every day and are committed to improving them 
academically and socially to be successful in the future. Also, there are indi-
viduals who will assist you with the contract and the services that are availa-
ble from the BTU. 

We begin this school year with a new CEO, Dr. Sonja Santelises. 
While she is new to the position, she is not new to City Schools. We worked 
with Dr. Santelises when she served as CAO, and we are looking forward to 
working with her and her administration to improve the quality of teaching 
and learning. Our students deserve a quality education and we, along with 
our national and state affiliates, are striving to provide quality professional 
development to enhance teacher effectiveness and increase student 
achievement. We shall also continue to work with our partners in the com-
munity to provide wrap around services. 

 
Have a great Year!  

 

First Pay of the Year 
 
The first pay of the new school year for 10-month employees will be Fri-
day, September 9, 2016 for nine days. BTU dues will be deducted 
from this pay check at a rate of $46.66 for a full member.  
 
The first agency fee payment will be October 21, 2016 at a rate of 
$44.74. If you are a new teacher or PSRP or  if you do not have dues 
deducted, please contact April Bennett at 410-358-6600 immediately to 
become a member.  



 
 

Did you Know? 
 
 

Sick Bank 
 

If you are a new hire, you only have 30 
days from the date you signed your con-
tract to join. If you are not new to the sys-
tem, but have not yet joined the Sick Bank, 
you will have the opportunity later this year 
to enroll. For more information please con-
tact April Bennett at abennett@baltu.org.  
 

Back to School Video 
 
All BTU members should have received an 
email regarding the BTU Back-to School 
video. Please view the video so you are 
aware of what will be going on at the BTU 
this year. The video has been uploaded to 
our Facebook and Twitter pages as well.  

 
BTU QuEST Conference 

 

The BTU QuEST Conference will be held Fri-
day, October 21st at the Baltimore Hilton Ho-
tel. There will be several dynamic workshops 
and our Guest Speaker is Barrington Irving, a 
pilot who tutors children. Registration forms 
are out and can be found on our website, 
www.baltimoreteachers.org.  

 

BTU Calendars 
 
You should be receiving BTU Calendars 
soon. We will keep you posted on their sta-
tus. 
 

Email 
If you are new to BCPSS or have not sub-
mitted your non-work email to the BTU, 
please do so as soon as possible to Jessi-
ca Aldon-Jackson at jaldon-
jackson@baltu.org.   
 

PSRP Conference  

 
The PSRP Conference took 
place Aug. 24 and 25th at the 
Hilton. PSRPs engaged in dy-
namic workshops on Class-
room management, BCPSS 
approved leaves, Retirement 
and others. They also heard 
from the PSRP Chair Sandra 
Davis, BCPSS CEO Dr. Sonja 
Santelises and BCPSS CAO, 
Sean Conley, PSRPs were 
told by each of them to contin-
ue to work hard and how im-
portant their jobs are. 
 

First Day of School 
 
BTU President Marietta Eng-
lish visited, John Eager How-
ard Elementary School, Lillie 
May Carroll Jackson School 
and MERVO on the first day of 
school. She had the oppor-
tunity to eat breakfast with Pre
-K students at John Eager 
Howard, visit classrooms at 
Lillie May Carroll Jackson 
School and visit with the 
teacher of the year at MER-
VO. 
 

Teacher of the Year 
 

Baltimore City’s 2015-16 Teacher of the 
Year, Sia Kyriakakos, an art teacher at 
MERVO, has been selected as a finalist 
for the Maryland State Teacher of the 
Year. The winner will be announced 
during the gala at Martins West on Oc-
tober 7th.  


